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in a manner which made it no wonder that the Kokser
people were unwilling to encounter its turbid current.
These mountains are the L peaks of the Topographical
Survey; three of them had some resemblance to the
Matterhorn, though with more snow, and they rose
abruptly from the Chandra, so as in the pure air to
appear almost within a stone's-throw of the place on
which we stood. Great overhanging beds of ntvt fed
enormous glaciers, which stretched down to the river
like buttresses of the three nearest peaks. To an un-
practised eye, it might have seemed as if the glaciers
extended only half-way to the Chandra, because the
lower portions of them were not only thickly covered
with debris of rock, but in some places this debris bore
living grass. This is a striking phenomenon, which
occurs on the Himalayan glaciers ; but I shall return to
the subject directly, when I get past the great glaciers
of the Shigri valley.

There was a steep descent from the top of the Kan-
zam Pass to the Chandra river, which we followed down
a short way until a camping-ground was found about
the height of 14,000 feet, beside a sort of pond formed
by a back-flow of a tributary of the Chandra. Looking
down the valley immense glaciers were seen flowing
down the clefts in the high mural precipices on both
sides of the Chandra, and extending from the great
beds of snow above, down to, and even into, the river.
This was the Abode of Snow, and no mistake; for
nothing else but snow, glaciers, and rocks were to be
seen, and the great ice-serpents crept over into this
dread valley as if they were living monsters. In the
local dialect Shigri means a glacier; but the word is
applied to the upper Chandra valley, so that the Shigri
valley may be called, both literally and linguistically,
the " Valley of Glaciers." But the collection of glaciers
between the Chandra and Bhaga rivers, and above the